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Types of questions 
What do they mean? 
 
Question 3 Paper 1: Describe how the domestic division of labour may be organised in 
families            (3 marks) 

 
Referenced named sociologists          
Question 8 Paper 1: From Item B, identify and describe the research method used by the 
Rapoports including what you know of their perspective on the family    (4 marks) 
 

 
Question 6 Paper 1: Identify and explain one factor that may have led to an increase in the 
number of children raised in single-parent families referred to as a concern in Item A.  (4 marks) 
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Question 5 Paper 1: From Item A examine one strength of the research.   (2 marks) 
 

 
Question 10 Paper 1: Discuss how far sociologists agree that feminism has changed 
marriage in modern British society                  (12 marks)  

 
Comparison 
 
Q14 Paper 2: Describe one example of achieved status     (3 marks) 

 
Q15 Paper 2: Identify and describe one example of social mobility   (3 marks) 
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Methods question 
Identify and explain one advantage of using group interviews to investigate school 
subcultures                              (4 marks) 
 
Student response: 
 
Group interviews are interviews conducted with groups for example a focus group. An advantage is 
that other people can feed off what other people are saying which can act as a trigger for what they 
want to say and give lots of views. This will allow the interviewer to obtain rich and in depth 
qualitative data in regards to the subject matter of school subcultures therefore making it high in 
validity and you can draw conclusions and possibly make further links about behaviour and 
subcultures for future research. 
 
 
Identify any command words 
What is the question asking?  
What mark would you give and why? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 
England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas S treet, Manchester M15 6EX. 

7 of 24  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 
England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas S treet, Manchester M15 6EX. 

8 of 24  

 

Family  
12 mark question  
 
Discuss how far sociologists agree that the family has lost its importance in Britain today 
                     (12 marks)  
 
Student response: 
 
Some sociologists would agree with this statement because they believe that there are now 
different family forms because of social change and secularisation therefore the importance of 
family does not matter anymore as friends are now seen as being the new family. Friends now 
provide us with emotional support and nurturing which once used to be done by the mother in a 
household. Friends are now more important than blood relations and the norms and values that 
were once taught by the family are not as important any more to survive in society as social media 
has taken over and we now communicate more with friends through social media for example 
snapchat.  
 
However Murdock who is a functionalists, argued that the family has 4 features that are essential 
for society and for everyone in the family. These are economic, education, sexual and 
reproductive. He said these feature are universal and are still essential today as the nuclear family 
is still the most important type for society to function properly. 
New rights still argue that the nuclear family is still the most important type of family as children are 
socialised in the correct way by having both the mother and father to act as role models for the 
stabilisation of adults to behave correctly in society because if one parent is absent the child may 
turn to crime, therefore the family is still important.  
Even though there is an increase in family diversity and same sex families are increasing, children 
are still having the correct socialisation to make them stable and to survive in society as even in 
same sex families, even though there may be joint conjugal roles domestically, one parent may still 
take on the mothering role and one parent take on the father role which is still showing the 
importance of the nuclear family and the cereal packet is still used for advertisements on television.  
 
In conclusion even though society is changing family is still important today and there is still not an 
alternative structure to family in any part of the world that is being used. The role of the mother and 
father for primary socialisation is still important and has not been replaced.  
 
Identify any command words 
What is the question asking?  
What mark would you give and why? 
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Education  
3 and 4 mark questions 
 
Identify and describe one example of a type of secondary education in Britain  

            (3 marks)  
 
Student response: 
 
Comprehensive schools are state funded, they are free to attend as the government finances 
them, and they are open to all children from any background. These types of schools can provide a 
route of upward social mobility for students whom originate from poorer families. Marxists will 
favour state-funded schools over independent because it will narrow class inequalities as working 
class students can obtain qualifications in which they can then compete for middle class jobs.  
 
Identify any command words 
What is the question asking?  
What mark would you give and why? 
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Identify and explain one possible effect on students of setting in schools  
           (4 marks) 

 
Student response: 
 
Setting is when you are placed in ability groups in subject areas, from high achieving to low 
achieving. Considering this, working class or low achieving pupils will be teacher labelled as not 
succeeding in education, whereas middle class or high achieving students will have the ‘halo 
effect’ placed on them. Following Balls’ study of banding and teacher expectations: band two 
mirrored teachers’ expectations of being uncooperative: band one being well balanced and 
intelligent. The effect of setting is self fulfilling prophecy from the teacher’s label. Working class 
students will live up to the ‘failure’ label attached which will reduce in lack of effort in lessons, which 
will then result in low attainment and poor results.  
 
Identify any command words 
What is the question asking?  
What mark would you give and why? 
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Crime and deviance  
12 mark question 
 
Discuss how far sociologists agree that the level of youth crimes reflects how well parents 
control their children.                            (12 marks) 
 
Student response: 
 
Many sociologists would agree that the level of youth crime reflects how well parents control their 
children. This is due to the family being an informal agent of social control therefore norms and 
values should be taught. However if they are not then children will not have a sense of what is 
wrong and right. For example if a child grows up in a family where violence is used to resolve 
arguments, the child will follow this on at school. Consequently committing a crime of assault. 
 
However Marxists would argue that working class are victims of poverty and therefore teenagers 
may commit crime such as theft to be able to help feed their family. Marxists would also argue that 
middle class children can afford to be sent to boarding schools therefore cannot commit crime.  
 
In conclusion as the essay suggests the level of crime committed does reflect parent’s social 
control.  
 
Identify any command words 
What is the question asking?  
What mark would you give and why? 
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Social stratification  
3 and 4 mark questions 
 
Identify and describe one example of social mobility                (3 marks) 
 
Student response 1: 
 
Social mobility is movement up or downward the social class system. One example of social 
mobility is intra mobility this means when you are the same class as your family  
 
 
Student response 2: 
 
Someone who grows up on a working class background but wins the lottery will move up the social 
class system and become upper class and gain wealth, power and status with their class. 
 
 
Identify any command words 
What is the question asking?  
What mark would you give them and why? 
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Identify and explain one feature of British society which led the sociologist Charles 
Murray to conclude that there was a growing underclass in Britain                

         (4 marks) 
 
Student response: 
 
An increasing number of social problems started occurring such as welfare dependency, poverty 
and increased crime. Murray concluded the underclass was growing and that they were 
responsible as more crimes are committed by the working class and that this underclass was 
creating a poverty cycle due to the welfare dependency as more of them had to work but had no 
incentive to work.  
 
 
Identify any command words 
What is the question asking?  
What mark would you give and why? 
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Notes 
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